
SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA
Wednesday, April 8, 2020

335 West Colorado Ave, Telluride Colorado (WEST WING) AUDIO ONLY
Telluride, Colorado

1. NEW Meeting ID as of April 3,2020 12:45 PM CALL TO ORDER - ZOOM
Special Daily Meeting (Audio only) - 1-253-215-8782 or 1-301-715-8592
Meeting Id # 534.180.495- NO PASSWORD NEEDED UNLESS YOU ARE
THE HOST - AUDIO ONLY- Use *6 to mute and unmute.

2. CONSENT AGENDA

a. Approval of Chair's signature on a 2020 Dust Retardant contract to GMCO for
in the amount not to exceed $188,598.

b. Other, as needed.

3. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

a. Discussion and update with the San Miguel County Commissioners on the
virus outbreak via San Miguel County staff and others, if needed.

Mike Bordogna, County Manager
b. Late Addition: Consideration of Commissioner's signature on a letter to

Governor Polis and the newly formed Emergency Advisory Council for
stimulus support for the recycling industry to provide essential service and shift
toward circular economy. /MOTION

Kris Holstrom, Commissioner
c. Late Addition: Consideration of Commissioner's signature on a letter

supporting stimulus for the recycling industry to provide essential service and
shift toward a circular economy./MOTION

Kris Holstrom, Commissioner
d. Executive Session: Discussion on whether the county is interested in joining

potential litigation, citation (4)(b).
Amy Markwell, County Attorney

e. Executive Session: Questions with an attorney about our COVID-19 test in
contract, citation (4)(b).



f. Other, as needed.

4. ADJOURNMENT

NOTE: This agenda is subject to change, including the addition
of items up to 24 hours in advance or the deletion of items at
any time. All times are approximate. The County Manager
reports may include administrative items not listed. Regular
Meetings, Public Hearings, and Special Meetings are recorded,
and ACTION MAY BE TAKEN ON ANY ITEM. Formal Action
cannot be taken at Work Sessions. For further information,
contact the County Administration office at 970-728-3174. If
special accommodations are necessary per ADA, contact 970-
728-3174 prior to the meeting.

The official, designated posting place for all BOCC notices will be
online at https://www.sanmiguelcountyco.gov/liveagenda. Use this
link to view the live agenda with any last-minute changes. To be
automatically notified, please sign up
at www.sanmiguelcountyco.gov, sign up for alerts, and follow the
prompts.

https://www.sanmiguelcountyco.gov/liveagenda
file:///C:/Windows/TEMP/www.sanmiguelcountyco.gov


AGENDA ITEM - 2.a.

TITLE: 

Approval of Chair's signature on a 2020 Dust Retardant contract to GMCO for in the amount not to exceed
$188,598.

Presented by:  
Time needed:  

PREPARED BY: 

Ryan Righetti, County Road and Bridge

RECOMMENDED ACTION/MOTION: 

INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND:

FISCAL IMPACT:

Contract Number: Date Executed End Date Department(s)

YYYY-###  Board of County
Commissioner Staff

Description:    

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date
2020 Memo and Dust Retardant Bids 4/7/2020





















AGENDA ITEM - 3.a.

TITLE: 

Discussion and update with the San Miguel County Commissioners on the virus outbreak via San Miguel
County staff and others, if needed.

Presented by:  Mike Bordogna, County Manager
Time needed:  

PREPARED BY: 

RECOMMENDED ACTION/MOTION: 

INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND:

FISCAL IMPACT:

Contract Number: Date Executed End Date Department(s)

YYYY-###  Board of County
Commissioner Staff

Description:    



AGENDA ITEM - 3.b.

TITLE: 

Late Addition: Consideration of Commissioner's signature on a letter to Governor Polis and the newly formed
Emergency Advisory Council for stimulus support for the recycling industry to provide essential service and
shift toward circular economy. /MOTION

Presented by:  Kris Holstrom, Commissioner
Time needed:  

PREPARED BY: 

RECOMMENDED ACTION/MOTION: 

INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND:

See attached letter of support - example.

FISCAL IMPACT:

Contract Number: Date Executed End Date Department(s)

YYYY-###  Board of County
Commissioner Staff

Description:    

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date
Example letter to Gov. Polis 4/7/2020
Executed Document if Approved by BOCC 4/8/2020



[date] 
 
RE: Stimulus support for recycling industry to provide essential service and shift toward circular 
economy 
 
Dear Governor Polis, Mayor Fredrico Peña and the Colorado Emergency Economic Advisory Council;   

 
We first want to thank you for your tremendous leadership during this time of national crisis. We are 
incredibly grateful for the endless hours put in by you and your staff.  
 
We also appreciate Governor Polis’ recognition of the recycling, composting and waste management 
industries as essential services during the COVID-19 pandemic. We are hard at work every day to protect 
public health and our environment by properly managing discarded materials. While we continue to 
operate every day, there have been substantial impacts to our industry, and we are in need of both 
short- and long-term support to maintain our critical operations.  
 
In just a few short weeks, recycling operators have seen many increased costs related to employee 
safety, such as enhanced personal protection equipment (PPE) and increased cleaning procedures, labor 
shortages and hazard pay for workers. This has been coupled with significant lost revenues from 
commercial accounts and closures to drop-off centers and other public-facing services. The recycling 
market, which was already struggling with record-low commodity prices, is further impacted by reduced 
manufacturing operations, constrained shipping, and further projected market declines due to a 
potential economic recession. 
 
SHORT-TERM SUPPORT NEEDED FOR A CRITICAL, FRONTLINES INDUSTRY 
We ask that any stimulus packages, both short- and long-term, include specific provisions for the 
recycling, reuse and composting industries to create circular economies within our state, bolster 
sustainable industries and create a cleaner, more resilient economy in the future. Short-term priorities 
should include:  
 

 Continue to Support Recycling and Composting as Essential Infrastructure and Services. As 
frontline workers providing essential public services, recycling and compost haulers and 
processors need protection and medical support. We ask that waste and recycling be listed as a 
priority industry with PPE vendors during the COVID-19 outbreak so we can maintain safe 
working conditions. 

 Protect Small Businesses and Compensate for Increased Costs. Small, independent haulers are 
being disproportionately hurt by cancelled and reduced business activity, and lack the financial 
safeguards of larger national companies for surviving the economic slowdown. We ask that you 
include small independent recycling and compost haulers in small business stimulus loans and 
grants. We also ask that the state establish a system to compensate our industry for the 
additional costs to provide these essential services during this national emergency, including to 
address bad debt from closed commercial customers, increased operations costs and other non-
compensated costs.  

 Do Not Bail Out the Fossil Fuel Industry. No additional giveaways to polluters should be 
included in any stimulus package. Since 2016, low oil and gas prices have made using virgin 
materials cheaper than recycled plastic in manufacturing. Stimulus money to the fossil fuel 
industry would further artificially drive down the cost of extractive industries and undermine the 
economics of recycling and a move toward a clean energy future.  

https://www.wastedive.com/news/coronavirus-us-waste-recycling-disruption-tracker/574324/
https://www.wastedive.com/news/waste-recycling-coronavirus-economy-commercial-rolloff-layoffs/575053/
https://www.wastedive.com/news/waste-recycling-coronavirus-economy-commercial-rolloff-layoffs/575053/
https://www.wastedive.com/news/coronavirus-us-waste-recycling-disruption-tracker/574324/


 
LONG-TERM SUPPORT TO TRANSITION TO A CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
As we work to recover from the impacts of the coronavirus, we ask you to use this historic moment to 
make a down payment on a regenerative, circular economy here in Colorado. Recycling, reusing and 
remanufacturing efforts already generate over $8.7 billion in economic benefits in Colorado annually. 
However, over 95% of Colorado’s waste could be diverted from landfills to serve as feedstock for 
businesses to make new products. In 2016, Colorado threw away nearly $265 million worth of recyclable 
material such as aluminum, cardboard, paper, glass and plastics. Instead, these materials could have 
been recycled here in Colorado, creating local jobs and building more resilient, local economies that 
protect businesses and residents from global shocks in the supply chain.  

Additionally, recycling, composting and waste reduction are also some of the fastest, easiest local 

actions to reduce our climate impact. Increasing our recycling rate by just 10% could save at least an 

additional 160,000 tons of carbon emissions, the equivalent of taking at least 34,000 cars off the road 

each year.  

Now is a critical time to build Colorado’s recycling economy by implementing policies and programs 

that: 

 Shift the costs and responsibility for the post-consumer management of products and 
packaging from local governments to producers through extended producer responsibility (EPR) 
for printed materials and packaging. As local governments need to prioritize spending under 
tighter budgets, brand manufacturers should pay for the costs of managing their discarded 
products.  

 Support and grow local businesses that use recycled materials through a state-level recycling 
end-market development center. More local markets will also reduce transportation costs, 
create jobs and help insulate Colorado communities and businesses against global supply 
shocks.  

 Stimulate demand for recyclable materials and recycled content products through state 
purchasing policies. Purchasing policies should give preference for locally sourced recycled 
materials and compost from municipal collection programs. Stronger demand for end products 
will help processors invest in new equipment and facilities, bringing new jobs and spending to 
Colorado and building more resilient local economies.  

 Invest in statewide recovery infrastructure and collection equipment. Important investments 
include compost facilities, transfer stations, expanded drop-off centers, hub and spoke 
collection sites, recycling facilities, cleaner collection vehicles, and construction recycling and 
deconstruction facilities. More automation at recycling facilities will also help to reduce safety 
risks to employees.  

 Make recycling and composting more convenient and accessible through state and local 
policies, as outlined in Colorado’s integrated solid waste plan. 

 
We are sincerely grateful for your inspiring and unwavering leadership during these challenging times, 
and look forward to working together to rebuild Colorado’s economy to be even more resilient and 
sustainable.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 



P.O. BOX 1170    Telluride, Colorado  81435    (970) 728-3844    www.sanmiguelcountyco.gov 
 

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

HILARY COOPER   KRIS HOLSTROM   LANCE WARING 
 

 
 

 

April 8, 2020 
 
RE: Stimulus support for recycling industry to provide essential service and shift toward circular 
economy 
 
Dear Governor Polis, Mayor Fredrico Peña and the Colorado Emergency Economic Advisory 
Council;   

 
We first want to thank you for your tremendous leadership during this time of national crisis. 
We are incredibly grateful for the endless hours put in by you and your staff.  
 
We also appreciate Governor Polis’ recognition of the recycling, composting and waste 
management industries as essential services during the COVID-19 pandemic. We are hard at 
work every day to protect public health and our environment by properly managing discarded 
materials. While we continue to operate every day, there have been substantial impacts to our 
industry, and we are in need of both short- and long-term support to maintain our critical 
operations.  
 
In just a few short weeks, recycling operators have seen many increased costs related to 
employee safety, such as enhanced personal protection equipment (PPE) and increased 
cleaning procedures, labor shortages and hazard pay for workers. This has been coupled with 
significant lost revenues from commercial accounts and closures to drop-off centers and other 
public-facing services. The recycling market, which was already struggling with record-low 
commodity prices, is further impacted by reduced manufacturing operations, constrained 
shipping, and further projected market declines due to a potential economic recession. 
 
SHORT-TERM SUPPORT NEEDED FOR A CRITICAL, FRONTLINES INDUSTRY 
We ask that any stimulus packages, both short- and long-term, include specific provisions for 
the recycling, reuse and composting industries to create circular economies within our state, 
bolster sustainable industries and create a cleaner, more resilient economy in the future. Short-
term priorities should include:  
 

 Continue to Support Recycling and Composting as Essential Infrastructure and 
Services. As frontline workers providing essential public services, recycling and compost 
haulers and processors need protection and medical support. We ask that waste and 

COMMISSIONERS 

https://www.wastedive.com/news/coronavirus-us-waste-recycling-disruption-tracker/574324/
https://www.wastedive.com/news/waste-recycling-coronavirus-economy-commercial-rolloff-layoffs/575053/
https://www.wastedive.com/news/coronavirus-us-waste-recycling-disruption-tracker/574324/
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recycling be listed as a priority industry with PPE vendors during the COVID-19 outbreak 
so we can maintain safe working conditions. 

 Protect Small Businesses and Compensate for Increased Costs. Small, independent 
haulers are being disproportionately hurt by cancelled and reduced business activity, 
and lack the financial safeguards of larger national companies for surviving the 
economic slowdown. We ask that you include small independent recycling and compost 
haulers in small business stimulus loans and grants. We also ask that the state establish 
a system to compensate our industry for the additional costs to provide these essential 
services during this national emergency, including to address bad debt from closed 
commercial customers, increased operations costs and other non-compensated costs.  

 Do Not Bail Out the Fossil Fuel Industry. No additional giveaways to polluters should be 
included in any stimulus package. Since 2016, low oil and gas prices have made using 
virgin materials cheaper than recycled plastic in manufacturing. Stimulus money to the 
fossil fuel industry would further artificially drive down the cost of extractive industries 
and undermine the economics of recycling and a move toward a clean energy future.  

 
LONG-TERM SUPPORT TO TRANSITION TO A CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
As we work to recover from the impacts of the coronavirus, we ask you to use this historic 
moment to make a down payment on a regenerative, circular economy here in Colorado. 
Recycling, reusing and remanufacturing efforts already generate over $8.7 billion in economic 
benefits in Colorado annually. However, over 95% of Colorado’s waste could be diverted from 
landfills to serve as feedstock for businesses to make new products. In 2016, Colorado threw 
away nearly $265 million worth of recyclable material such as aluminum, cardboard, paper, 
glass and plastics. Instead, these materials could have been recycled here in Colorado, creating 
local jobs and building more resilient, local economies that protect businesses and residents 
from global shocks in the supply chain.  

Additionally, recycling, composting and waste reduction are also some of the fastest, easiest 

local actions to reduce our climate impact. Increasing our recycling rate by just 10% could save 

at least an additional 160,000 tons of carbon emissions, the equivalent of taking at least 34,000 

cars off the road each year.  

Now is a critical time to build Colorado’s recycling economy by implementing policies and 

programs that: 

 

 Shift the costs and responsibility for the post-consumer management of products and 
packaging from local governments to producers through extended producer 
responsibility (EPR) for printed materials and packaging. As local governments need to 
prioritize spending under tighter budgets, brand manufacturers should pay for the costs 
of managing their discarded products.  

 Support and grow local businesses that use recycled materials through a state-level 
recycling end-market development center. More local markets will also reduce 
transportation costs, create jobs and help insulate Colorado communities and 
businesses against global supply shocks.  
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 Stimulate demand for recyclable materials and recycled content products through 
state purchasing policies. Purchasing policies should give preference for locally sourced 
recycled materials and compost from municipal collection programs. Stronger demand 
for end products will help processors invest in new equipment and facilities, bringing 
new jobs and spending to Colorado and building more resilient local economies.  

 Invest in statewide recovery infrastructure and collection equipment. Important 
investments include compost facilities, transfer stations, expanded drop-off centers, 
hub and spoke collection sites, recycling facilities, cleaner collection vehicles, and 
construction recycling and deconstruction facilities. More automation at recycling 
facilities will also help to reduce safety risks to employees.  

 Make recycling and composting more convenient and accessible through state and 
local policies, as outlined in Colorado’s integrated solid waste plan. 

 
We are sincerely grateful for your inspiring and unwavering leadership during these challenging 
times, and look forward to working together to rebuild Colorado’s economy to be even more 
resilient and sustainable.   
 
Sincerely, 
San Miguel County, Colorado 
Board of Commissioners 
 

 
 
 
 



AGENDA ITEM - 3.c.

TITLE: 

Late Addition: Consideration of Commissioner's signature on a letter supporting stimulus for the recycling
industry to provide essential service and shift toward a circular economy./MOTION

Presented by:  Kris Holstrom, Commissioner
Time needed:  

PREPARED BY: 

RECOMMENDED ACTION/MOTION: 

INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND:

FISCAL IMPACT:

Contract Number: Date Executed End Date Department(s)

YYYY-###  Board of County
Commissioner Staff

Description:    

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date
Example letter to State Legislators 4/7/2020
Executed Document if Approved by BOCC 4/8/2020



[date] 
 
RE: Stimulus support for recycling industry to provide essential service and shift toward circular 
economy 
 
Dear State Legislators;   

 
We first want to thank you for your leadership during this time of national crisis. We are grateful 
Governor Polis has recognized the recycling, composting and waste management industries as essential 
services during the COVID-19 pandemic. We are hard at work every day to protect public health and our 
environment by properly managing discarded materials. While we continue to operate every day, there 
have been substantial impacts to our industry, and we are in need of both short- and long-term support 
to maintain our critical operations.  
 
In just a few short weeks, recycling operators have seen many increased costs related to employee 
safety, such as enhanced personal protection equipment (PPE) and increased cleaning procedures, labor 
shortages and hazard pay for workers. This has been coupled with significant lost revenues from 
commercial accounts and closures to drop-off centers and other public-facing services. The recycling 
market, which was already struggling with record-low commodity prices, is further impacted by reduced 
manufacturing operations, constrained shipping, and further projected market declines due to a 
potential economic recession. 
 
SHORT-TERM SUPPORT NEEDED FOR A CRITICAL, FRONTLINES INDUSTRY 
We ask that any stimulus packages, both short- and long-term, include specific provisions for the 
recycling, reuse and composting industries to create circular economies within our state, bolster 
sustainable industries and create a cleaner, more resilient economy in the future. Short-term priorities 
should include:  
 

 Continue to Support Recycling and Composting as Essential Infrastructure and Services. As 
frontline workers providing essential public services, recycling and compost haulers and 
processors need protection and medical support. We ask that waste and recycling be listed as a 
priority industry with PPE vendors during the COVID-19 outbreak so we can maintain safe 
working conditions. 

 Protect Small Businesses and Compensate for Increased Costs. Small, independent haulers are 
being disproportionately hurt by cancelled and reduced business activity, and lack the financial 
safeguards of larger national companies for surviving the economic slowdown. We ask that you 
include small independent recycling and compost haulers in small business stimulus loans and 
grants. We also ask that the state establish a system to compensate our industry for the 
additional costs to provide these essential services during this national emergency, including to 
address bad debt from closed commercial customers, increased operations costs and other non-
compensated costs.  

 Do Not Bail Out the Fossil Fuel Industry. No additional giveaways to polluters should be 
included in any stimulus package. Since 2016, low oil and gas prices have made using virgin 
materials cheaper than recycled plastic in manufacturing. Stimulus money to the fossil fuel 
industry would further artificially drive down the cost of extractive industries and undermine the 
economics of recycling and a move toward a clean energy future.  

 
 

https://www.wastedive.com/news/coronavirus-us-waste-recycling-disruption-tracker/574324/
https://www.wastedive.com/news/waste-recycling-coronavirus-economy-commercial-rolloff-layoffs/575053/
https://www.wastedive.com/news/waste-recycling-coronavirus-economy-commercial-rolloff-layoffs/575053/
https://www.wastedive.com/news/coronavirus-us-waste-recycling-disruption-tracker/574324/


LONG-TERM SUPPORT TO TRANSITION TO A CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
As we work to recover from the impacts of the coronavirus, we ask you to use this historic moment to 
make a down payment on a regenerative, circular economy here in Colorado. Recycling, reusing and 
remanufacturing efforts already generate over $8.7 billion in economic benefits in Colorado annually. 
However, over 95% of Colorado’s waste could be diverted from landfills to serve as feedstock for 
businesses to make new products. In 2016, Colorado threw away nearly $265 million worth of recyclable 
material such as aluminum, cardboard, paper, glass and plastics. Instead, these materials could have 
been recycled here in Colorado, creating local jobs and building more resilient, local economies that 
protect businesses and residents from global shocks in the supply chain.  

Additionally, recycling, composting and waste reduction are also some of the fastest, easiest local 

actions to reduce our climate impact. Increasing our recycling rate by just 10% could save at least an 

additional 160,000 tons of carbon emissions, the equivalent of taking at least 34,000 cars off the road 

each year.  

Now is a critical time to build Colorado’s recycling economy by implementing policies and programs 

that: 

 Develop end markets for recycled materials here in Colorado. SB20-055--Incentivize the 
Development of Recycling End Markets will create a recycling end market development center 
that will attract new businesses to the state. These businesses will incorporate our recycled 
materials into their products, turning our paper, metal and plastic into valuable products 
boosting local economies and creating Colorado jobs. This is something we need now more than 
ever during this economic downturn.   

 Build a compost economy. HB20-1047--Develop a Statewide Organics Management Plan to 
Promote Compost Use will create a statewide plan for organic waste (food scraps and yard 
waste). This plan will spur a new compost economy in Colorado, using up to 37% of our trash 
that is organic material and transforming it into a valuable soil amendment.  Producing and 
using compost sustains five times more jobs than landfilling yard debris and food waste. Finding 
ways to apply and incentivize the use of compost on agricultural lands will improve soil health 
and draw down carbon from the atmosphere and store it long term.     

 Shift the costs and responsibility for the post-consumer management of products and 
packaging from local governments to producers through extended producer responsibility (EPR) 
for printed materials and packaging. As local governments need to prioritize spending under 
tighter budgets, brand manufacturers should pay for the costs of managing their discarded 
products.  

 Stimulate demand for recyclable materials and recycled content products through state 
purchasing policies. Purchasing policies should give preference for locally sourced recycled 
materials and compost from municipal collection programs. Stronger demand for end products 
will help processors invest in new equipment and facilities, bringing new jobs and spending to 
Colorado and building more resilient local economies.  

 Invest in statewide recovery infrastructure and collection equipment. Important investments 
include compost facilities, transfer stations, expanded drop-off centers, hub and spoke 
collection sites, recycling facilities, cleaner collection vehicles, and construction recycling and 
deconstruction facilities. More automation at recycling facilities will also help to reduce safety 
risks to employees.  

 Make recycling and composting more convenient and accessible through state and local 
policies, as outlined in Colorado’s integrated solid waste plan. 



 
We are sincerely grateful for your inspiring and unwavering leadership during these challenging times, 
and look forward to working together to rebuild Colorado’s economy to be even more resilient and 
sustainable.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 



P.O. BOX 1170    Telluride, Colorado  81435    (970) 728-3844    www.sanmiguelcountyco.gov 
 

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

HILARY COOPER   KRIS HOLSTROM   LANCE WARING 
 

 
 

 

April 8, 2020 

 
RE: Stimulus support for recycling industry to provide essential service and shift toward circular 
economy 
 
Dear State Legislators;   

 
We first want to thank you for your leadership during this time of national crisis. We are 
grateful Governor Polis has recognized the recycling, composting and waste management 
industries as essential services during the COVID-19 pandemic. We are hard at work every day 
to protect public health and our environment by properly managing discarded materials. While 
we continue to operate every day, there have been substantial impacts to our industry, and we 
are in need of both short- and long-term support to maintain our critical operations.  
 
In just a few short weeks, recycling operators have seen many increased costs related to 
employee safety, such as enhanced personal protection equipment (PPE) and increased 
cleaning procedures, labor shortages and hazard pay for workers. This has been coupled with 
significant lost revenues from commercial accounts and closures to drop-off centers and other 
public-facing services. The recycling market, which was already struggling with record-low 
commodity prices, is further impacted by reduced manufacturing operations, constrained 
shipping, and further projected market declines due to a potential economic recession. 
 
SHORT-TERM SUPPORT NEEDED FOR A CRITICAL, FRONTLINES INDUSTRY 
We ask that any stimulus packages, both short- and long-term, include specific provisions for 
the recycling, reuse and composting industries to create circular economies within our state, 
bolster sustainable industries and create a cleaner, more resilient economy in the future. Short-
term priorities should include:  
 

 Continue to Support Recycling and Composting as Essential Infrastructure and 
Services. As frontline workers providing essential public services, recycling and compost 
haulers and processors need protection and medical support. We ask that waste and 
recycling be listed as a priority industry with PPE vendors during the COVID-19 outbreak 
so we can maintain safe working conditions. 

 Protect Small Businesses and Compensate for Increased Costs. Small, independent 
haulers are being disproportionately hurt by cancelled and reduced business activity, 
and lack the financial safeguards of larger national companies for surviving the 

COMMISSIONERS 

https://www.wastedive.com/news/coronavirus-us-waste-recycling-disruption-tracker/574324/
https://www.wastedive.com/news/waste-recycling-coronavirus-economy-commercial-rolloff-layoffs/575053/
https://www.wastedive.com/news/coronavirus-us-waste-recycling-disruption-tracker/574324/
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economic slowdown. We ask that you include small independent recycling and compost 
haulers in small business stimulus loans and grants. We also ask that the state establish 
a system to compensate our industry for the additional costs to provide these essential 
services during this national emergency, including to address bad debt from closed 
commercial customers, increased operations costs and other non-compensated costs.  

 Do Not Bail Out the Fossil Fuel Industry. No additional giveaways to polluters should be 
included in any stimulus package. Since 2016, low oil and gas prices have made using 
virgin materials cheaper than recycled plastic in manufacturing. Stimulus money to the 
fossil fuel industry would further artificially drive down the cost of extractive industries 
and undermine the economics of recycling and a move toward a clean energy future.  

 
 
LONG-TERM SUPPORT TO TRANSITION TO A CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
As we work to recover from the impacts of the coronavirus, we ask you to use this historic 
moment to make a down payment on a regenerative, circular economy here in Colorado. 
Recycling, reusing and remanufacturing efforts already generate over $8.7 billion in economic 
benefits in Colorado annually. However, over 95% of Colorado’s waste could be diverted from 
landfills to serve as feedstock for businesses to make new products. In 2016, Colorado threw 
away nearly $265 million worth of recyclable material such as aluminum, cardboard, paper, 
glass and plastics. Instead, these materials could have been recycled here in Colorado, creating 
local jobs and building more resilient, local economies that protect businesses and residents 
from global shocks in the supply chain.  

Additionally, recycling, composting and waste reduction are also some of the fastest, easiest 

local actions to reduce our climate impact. Increasing our recycling rate by just 10% could save 

at least an additional 160,000 tons of carbon emissions, the equivalent of taking at least 34,000 

cars off the road each year.  

Now is a critical time to build Colorado’s recycling economy by implementing policies and 

programs that: 

 Develop end markets for recycled materials here in Colorado. SB20-055--Incentivize 
the Development of Recycling End Markets will create a recycling end market 
development center that will attract new businesses to the state. These businesses will 
incorporate our recycled materials into their products, turning our paper, metal and 
plastic into valuable products boosting local economies and creating Colorado jobs. This 
is something we need now more than ever during this economic downturn.   

 Build a compost economy. HB20-1047--Develop a Statewide Organics Management 
Plan to Promote Compost Use will create a statewide plan for organic waste (food 
scraps and yard waste). This plan will spur a new compost economy in Colorado, using 
up to 37% of our trash that is organic material and transforming it into a valuable soil 
amendment.  Producing and using compost sustains five times more jobs than landfilling 
yard debris and food waste. Finding ways to apply and incentivize the use of compost on 
agricultural lands will improve soil health and draw down carbon from the atmosphere 
and store it long term.     
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 Shift the costs and responsibility for the post-consumer management of products and 
packaging from local governments to producers through extended producer 
responsibility (EPR) for printed materials and packaging. As local governments need to 
prioritize spending under tighter budgets, brand manufacturers should pay for the costs 
of managing their discarded products.  

 Stimulate demand for recyclable materials and recycled content products through 
state purchasing policies. Purchasing policies should give preference for locally sourced 
recycled materials and compost from municipal collection programs. Stronger demand 
for end products will help processors invest in new equipment and facilities, bringing 
new jobs and spending to Colorado and building more resilient local economies.  

 Invest in statewide recovery infrastructure and collection equipment. Important 
investments include compost facilities, transfer stations, expanded drop-off centers, 
hub and spoke collection sites, recycling facilities, cleaner collection vehicles, and 
construction recycling and deconstruction facilities. More automation at recycling 
facilities will also help to reduce safety risks to employees.  

 Make recycling and composting more convenient and accessible through state and 
local policies, as outlined in Colorado’s integrated solid waste plan. 

 
We are sincerely grateful for your inspiring and unwavering leadership during these challenging 
times, and look forward to working together to rebuild Colorado’s economy to be even more 
resilient and sustainable.   
 
Sincerely, 
San Miguel County, Colorado 
Board of Commissioners 
 

 
 
 



AGENDA ITEM - 3.d.

TITLE: 

Executive Session: Discussion on whether the county is interested in joining potential litigation, citation (4)(b).

Presented by:  Amy Markwell, County Attorney
Time needed:  

PREPARED BY: 

RECOMMENDED ACTION/MOTION: 

INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND:

FISCAL IMPACT:

Contract Number: Date Executed End Date Department(s)

YYYY-###  Board of County
Commissioner Staff

Description:    

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date



AGENDA ITEM - 3.e.

TITLE: 

Executive Session: Questions with an attorney about our COVID-19 test in contract, citation (4)(b).

Presented by:  
Time needed:  

PREPARED BY: 

RECOMMENDED ACTION/MOTION: 

INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND:

FISCAL IMPACT:
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	Meeting Agenda
	Approval of Chair's signature on a 2020 Dust Retardant contract to GMCO for in the amount not to exceed $188,598.
	Discussion and update with the San Miguel County Commissioners on the virus outbreak via San Miguel County staff and others, if needed.
	Late Addition:  Consideration of Commissioner's signature on a letter to Governor Polis and the newly formed Emergency Advisory Council for stimulus support for the recycling industry to provide essential service and shift toward circular economy. /MOTION
	Late Addition:  Consideration of Commissioner's signature on a letter supporting stimulus for the recycling industry to provide essential service and shift toward a circular economy./MOTION
	Executive Session:  Discussion on whether the county is interested in joining potential litigation, citation (4)(b).
	Executive Session:  Questions with an attorney about our COVID-19 test in contract, citation (4)(b).

